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Sept. 29, 2000
Contact: William Marcus, director, UM Broadcast Media Center, (406) 243-4154.
UM EXTENDS KGPR CONTRACT WHILE NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE
MISSOULA The University of Montana announced today that it has extended its current agreement
with the Great Falls Public Radio Association until Oct. 31st.
The agreement governs the fiscal management of a portion of listener contributions to
Great Falls public radio station KGPR and the rebroadcast of KUFM, Montana Public Radio,
on KGPR. That agreement would have expired tomorrow.
The renewal of the agreement was complicated by GFPRA’s decision last December to
replace KUFM programming with locally produced programs - a move that upset many Great
Falls listeners, according to William Marcus, director of UM ’s Broadcast Media Center.
In extending the agreement Marcus said that negotiations still are under way. “They
(GFPRA) presented a draft of a new agreement and the University responded,” Marcus said.
“As long as w e’re talking it would be unwise to terminate the present agreement.”
Marcus would not provide assurance that the agreement would be extended beyond Oct.
31.
“A month is enough time to get where w e’re going,” he said. “If we can’t come to an
agreement in that time, the situation may require more significant action on our part.”
UM is the licensee of KUFM, Montana Public Radio, based in Missoula.
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